
A Word from the Chair 

I am inviting you to read 
Womenõs Studies Fall 
Newsletter which features 
articles and news updates 
about the facultyõs re-
search topics and success 
stories. As I read the fac-
ultyõs contributions to the 
Newsletter, I canõt help 
but feel very proud to be 
their colleague. Their re-
search, narratives and ex-
periences make our aca-
demic unit one of the best 
in CHASS. 

I feel compelled to ex-
press my concern regard-
ing a proposal which will 
increase student fees by 
32% through 2010.  The 
U.C. Regents will vote on 
this proposal at their No-
vember 17-19 meeting. 
Such increase, I believe, is 
a direct assault on public 
education. In response to 
the manner in which the 
administration is handling 
the budget crisis, and in 
defense of public educa-
tion, a systemwide call 
was made to take action 

on September 24. The 
Department of Womenõs 
Studies publicly endorsed 
this day, U.C. òDay of 
Actionó.  Below is the 
statement of solidarity 
endorsed by all faculty 
members. I am including 
it here because I believe 
that the proposed student 
fee increase is not the so-
lution to the current fi-
nancial crisis at the Uni-
versity of California. 

 

Womenõs Studies State-
ment of Solidarity: 

 

The Department of Womenõs 

Studies endorses the UC Day 

of Action, planned for Septem-

ber 24, 2009. We believe that 

this symbolic action is a neces-

sary step in the defense of pub-

lic education. The dismantling 

of public education must be 

stopped, and we endorse this 

Day of Action because we 

believe that the political budg-

etary decisions being made will 

make public education far less 

accessible than it has been, 

especially, for low income stu-

dents and many students of 

color. In addition, we recognize 

that when the gates of higher 

education are slammed shut 

for working class and low in-

come students, the promise of 

inclusion and upward mobility 

is broken. This Day of Action 

is an act of solidarity with 

students, service workers, and 

all the other people who make 

the University of California 

one of the greatest public Uni-

versity systems in the world. 

As teachers in a department 

which came to be legitimized 

because of social movements of 

justice and equity, we are 

proud to endorse this action.   

Alicia Arrizón, Professor and Chair 
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rural literacy program 
(following Paulo Freire) with 
village women in South Ben-
gal: "Together, we have put 
together  a book of poetry 
and short stories that they 
have written about their lives, 
tentatively titled "A Fistful of 
Sun."  We plan to publish 
this in Bengali and English. 
We are really excited because 
we have put together an edi-
torial collective and created 
our writing together. Many of 
the women are neoliterate or 
nonliterate so it has been an 
a m a z i n g  a d v e n t u r e .   
Apart from this, she is 
thrilled to be serving on IN-

CITE:Women of Color Against Vio-
lence's National Organizing Col-
lective for three years. If you are 
interested in joining INCITE as 
an individual member,  or want 
to know more about our work 
nationally and internationally, 
please contact her at piyachat-
teree@yahoo.com. And check 
o u t  o u r  w e b s i t e  a t 
http://www.incite-national.org/. 

Piya Chatterjee 

Piya has been busy working 
on her second book, The Poli-
tics of Witness: Violence and Femi-
nist Transformative Work, which 
is based on her grassroots or-
ganizing experience with 
women workers in the tea 
plantations of eastern India 
between 1999 and 2007. It 
explores feminist ethics, 
trauma and history by engag-
ing not only mobilizing work 
(in all its contradictions), but 
also the haunting historical 
connections between sugar 
plantations during slavery and 
contemporary tea plantations.  
 Since 2007, she has been in-
volved in putting  together a 
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Tracy Fisher 

Tracy Fisher, has co-
edited an anthology Gen-
dered Citizenships: 
Transnational Perspec-
tives on Knowledge 
Production, Political 
Activism, and Culture 
with Kia Lilly Caldwell, 
Kathy Coll, Renya Rami-
rez and Lok Siu. Gen-
dered Citizenships 
builds on feminist and 
ethnographic approaches 
to citizenship by placing 
the experiences and 
analyses of women of 
color and Third World 
women at the center of 

our understanding of citi-
zenship. The project is 
unique in its collective 
conceptualization of an 
òethnography of intersec-
tionalityó anchored in 
geographically situated 
questions of experience, 
subjectivity, and citizen-
ship of marginalized 
communities of women. 
Gendered Citizenships 
(forthcoming, December 
2009) is part of the Com-
parative Feminist Studies 
Series, Palgrave Macmil-
lan Press. 

Tracy was awarded a 

Group Residency Fellow-
ship in Winter 2010 at 
UCRõs Center for Ideas 
and Society. She will be 
collaborating with UCR 
Professors Traise Yama-
moto (English), Erica Ed-
wards (English) and John 
Kim (Comparative Litera-
ture). The group project 
òAfro-Asian Encountersó 
will study Afro-Asian inter-
sections and seeks to study 
the multiple connections 
between Africans, Asians, 
African Americans and 
Asian Americans in the 
U.S., Asia and Europe. 
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Report from the Field: Eastern 

German Women 20 Years after 

the Fall of the Berlin Wall 

Katja M. Guenther 

Assistant Professor of Sociol-

ogy 

 

Since 2000, Iôve been conduct-

ing research on how women in 

the former East Germany have 

responded to the massive 

changes accompanying the col-

lapse of socialism in 1989 and 

the unification of East and West 

Germany in 1990. In October 

and November, 

2009, I had the 

opportunity to 

return to Ger-

many to con-

duct follow-up 

interviews with 

eastern Ger-

man feminist 

activists and 

observe events 

commemorating the 20th anni-

versary of the fall of the Berlin 

Wall. 

 

The Berlin Wall was the core 

symbol of the Cold War, which 

divided the world for almost 

half of the 20th century. Yet its 

collapse and the changes that 

followed have had mixed out-

comes for women from the for-

mer East Germany. In East Ger-

many, women were valued both 

as workers and as family mem-

bers. West Germany had a more 

traditional gender ideology that 

stressed womenôs roles as wives 

and mothers and laid little value 

on womenôs economic contribu-

tions. It was this more traditional 

gender ideology, and accompa-

nying state policies, that took 

hold after German unification in 

1990. Many eastern German 

women felt thrown out of the 

labor force, and they were heav-

ily overrepresented among the un

- and underemployed after 1990.  

State policies that supported 

womenôs dual roles as workers 

and parentsðlike free day care 

for children as young as 11 

weeks old and year-long mater-

nity leavesðwere dismantled by 

the unified German government, 

also making it much harder for 

women to combine paid employ-

ment and par-

enting. 

 

Today, eastern 

G e r m a n 

women con-

tinue to fight 

for their right 

to participate 

in society as 

workers and 

not just as mothers and wives. 

Twenty years after the fall of the 

Berlin Wall, they are over-

whelmingly grateful for the new 

opportunities and freedoms the 

end of socialism created for 

them. At the same time, there are 

many aspects of the life in East 

Germany that they still long for 

and hope to somehow recreate 

in the unified Germany. Femi-

nists in eastern Germany mostly 

work at the local level with 

loose national networks and 

coalitions. Like the US, Ger-

many is a federal state, and 

feminist groups push for policy 

changes at the state level. Their 

efforts have focused on increas-

ing womenôs employment and 

educational opportunities, com-

munity building, and securing 

programs for survivors of gen-

der-based violence. Even in cit-

ies the size of Riverside or Co-

rona, it is common to find a 

dozen or more feminist groups 

organized around these issues 

and drawing attention to the 

problems women face since 

German unification. 

 

Throughout the ñFestival of 

Freedomò to celebrate the 20th 

anniversary of the collapse of 

the wall, gender has been nota-

bly absent. Even as German 

Chancellor Angela Merkel ï

Germanyôs first woman and 

first eastern German Chancel-

lorðacknowledged in a speech 

as part of this festival that a gap 

between East and West remains, 

political leaders and the public 

still do not approach German 

unification as a gendered proc-

ess with gendered conse-

quences. Feminist groups will 

continue to agitate for greater 

recognition of the gendered di-

mensions of unification and for 

more resources to counter the 

deleterious effects of German 

unification for women. 
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Sherine Hafez 

Center for Near Eastern 
Studies (CNES), UCLA  

Los Angeles, California 

Co-organizers:  

Sherine Hafez 
(sherine.hafez@ucr.edu) 

Susan Slyomovics 
(ssly@anthro.ucla.edu) 

 

The link between the ideol-
ogy of power and knowl-
edge production about the 
Middle East/North Africa 
is a potent, generative and 
creative one. Our confer-
ence aim is to tap the most 
recent contributions to the 
field of the anthropology of 
the region and to highlight 
collaborative research that 
recognizes the potential of 
ethnographic methodolo-
gies as a powerful catalyst 
for theoretical debate. We 
will examine a wide range 
of theoretical paradigms 
and methodological ap-
proaches that emerge at the 
intersection of scholarship 
and a larger discourse of 
power analytics. Topics 
might include, but are not 
limited to: 

Islam and secularism; co-
lonialism and postcoloni-
ality; problems of moder-
nity and the limits of the-
ory; gender and sexuality; 
media and globalization; 
nation building; war and 
occupation. 

This conference poses the 
following questions: Has 
academic scholarship on 
the Middle East/North 
Africa been successful in 
resisting the appropriation 
of knowledge by hege-
monic dominance? How is 
decolonization of knowl-
edge possible? What are 
the limits of critique? And, 
what are the possibilities 
and directions that novel 
theoretical imperatives can 
take to transform the face 
of the anthropology of the 
Middle East/North Af-
rica?  

Abstracts are invited for 
20-minute papers. Ab-
stracts should be no more 
than 250 words in length. 
Deadline for abstract sub-
mission is December 1 
2009 to be sent to CNES 
Program Director, Amy 
Bruinooge at 

abruin@international.ucla.
edu. Those whose papers 
are accepted will be noti-
fied no later than Decem-
ber 31, 2009. CNES cov-
ers participantsõ travel 
from any location in conti-
nental USA and Canada, 
accommodation for three 
nights (March 31-April 2), 
and local meal expenses 
within university man-
dated limits and guide-
lines.  

We plan to publish an ed-
ited volume with the pa-
pers from this conference 
and therefore request that 
participants present an 
original paper, a draft to 
be sent in by March 1, 
which we will email in ad-
vance to conference par-
ticipants.  

 

Please circulate our con-

ference invitation to your 

colleagues. The confer-

ence will be open to the 

public.  

Call for Papers: 
State of the Art: 
Anthropology of 
the Middle East 
and North Africa  

April 1-2, 2010 

mailto:abruin@international.ucla.edu
mailto:abruin@international.ucla.edu
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UCR Professors Tammy Ho 

(middle) and Andy Smith (top 

left) with the organizers and 

participants of the Spelman-

NWSA Women of Color Junior 

Faculty Institute, held at 

Spelman College, Atlanta, GA in 

June 2009.  

In June, Tamara C. Ho was hon-

ored to attend òWomen of 

Color: Theory, Scholarship, and 

Activism,ó a three-day institute 

hosted by Spelman Collegeõs 

Womenõs Research and Resource 

Center in conjunction with the 

National Womenõs Studies Asso-

ciation. Funded by the Ford 

Foundation, the Institute con-

vened faculty from around the 

U.S. to explore issues of power 

and privilege and to examine in-

tersectional analyses of race, 

class, nation, sexuality, gender, 

and globalization which have be-

come central to womenõs studies 

as well as feminist activism.  No-

table scholars Bonnie Thornton 

Dill, Andrea Smith (UCR), and 

Jacqui Alexander led intensive 

day-long discussions of intersec-

tionality, native/indigenous femi-

nisms, and queer diaspora, re-

spectively. (see picture below) 

Over the summer, Professor Ho 

completed two publications (a 

film review and a comparative 

essay) on the topic of Burmese 

animism and spirit mediumship. 

The review of The Legend of Lady 

Hill (2005), the first Burmese 

motion picture to be translated 

into English, will appear in a 

forthcoming issue of Visual An-

t h r o p o l o g y .  T h e  e s s a y 

òTransgender, Transgression, 

and Translation: A Cartography 

of Nat-Kadaws (Notes on Gen-

der and Sexuality within the 

Spirit-Cult of Burma)ó will be 

part of a special issue of Discourse: 

Journal for Theoretical Studies in Me-

dia and Culture, edited by UCI 

Professor Bliss Lim (March 

2010).  

This Fall, Professor Ho is a resi-

dent fellow at the University of 

California Humanities Research 

Institute (at UC Irvine) as part of 

the research group òSpecies 

Spectacles: Locating Transna-

tional Coordinations of Animal-

ity, Race, and Sexuality.ó  

Convener and UC Berkeley Pro-

fessor Mel Y. Chen explains, 

òThere is a long history of knot-

ted meanings, metaphors and 

material conditions interlacing 

conceptions of race with animal-

ity and sexuality. The group em-

phasizes ways in which racialities 

may be found in both animalities 

and sexualities and how all three 

interplay.ó While at UCHRI, Ho 

is exploring shape-shifting and 

polymorphous human-alien inti-

mac ies in  sc ience  f i c -

tion/speculative fiction by 

women of color as she prepares 

for her new CHASS Connect 

course on òThe Feminine Fan-

tastic: Gender, Science Fiction, 

and Futurity,ó offered in Winter 

2010.    

Tammy Ho 


